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Abstract for the 8th Graduate Network Conference in political science 

 

A political understanding of female violence 

 

Statistically, women seem largely underrepresented in the battlefield, in the gangs and even as 

violent heroines in movies than their male counterparts. If their presence isn’t always obvious, 

it doesn’t mean that women are inherently less violent than men. The growing amount of studies 

on female violence in history, sociology or criminology demonstrates the latency of this 

potential by women. Nevertheless, the field of political sciences doesn’t seem to show as much 

interest to the subject as other social sciences. Apart from politically claimed crimes or 

revolutionary acts committed by women, the phenomenon of female violence can yet be 

understood as political in it-self. To what extend? How political is really female violence?  

My reasoning is Foucauldian and is focusing on the normative impacts of such demonstrations 

of violence on the virtual identity of women. By analyzing the symbolic and psychoanalytic 

impacts of the depiction of violent female characters in different Medias (news, films, paintings, 

series …), I tend to explain how the female subject can mobilize these references as sources of 

individual, civil and political empowerment. I assert that the exposure of some forms of female 

violence do impact the individual consciences and the gender norms on the mode of the 

butlerian performance. Firstly, it counters the assumptions on the passivity and the weakness 

of women. After repetition, it can remodel the norm which usually denies the potential of 

violence of women, as well as their ability to take part in the public affairs (according to the 

Weberian understanding of violence). Thus, if rightly approached (not minored, psychologized, 

bestialized or justified through sexual characterics), the recognition of the female potential of 

violence can broaden the symbolic field dedicated to women, and more precisely integrate them 

more efficiently in the public sphere and in the body of the citizens. 
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