
Qualitative Insights on the Transmission of Ideology 

The question of why some people are predisposed to a liberal or left political orientation and 

others to a conservative or right one is foundational for political scientists. Ideology is a subject 

of high relevance for political science for its role in explaining why people act politically in a 

certain way, for organizing their values and beliefs, and for helping citizens comprehend, 

explain, and predict the political world around them. All of these reasons warrant renewed efforts 

of delving deeper into the antecedents of attachments to left-wing or right-wing ideas. For the 

past fifty years, a wealth of political socialization literature has been concerned with how the 

family, the school, and other socialization factors, mold the political attitudes of the young 

generation. Of these actors, the family has received a considerable amount of attention, given 

the primacy of the parental influence as a source of political learning, especially during the early 

years of childhood. Families provide systematic socialization through which children are taught 

the norms of social order. The studies that have endeavored to elucidate the pathways for the 

intergenerational transmission of political attitudes have explained the high levels of family 

resemblance between parents and children in terms of social learning, social background, or 

other environmental influences. However, much still remains to be explored and explained of the 

family transmission mechanisms of ideology, especially across different cultural and political 

environments. Based on in-depth studies of full-aged family members of two generations 

(parents and children), my paper aims at producing a more fine-grained understanding of the 

norm and value transmission dynamics within families, specifically the transmisison of ideology. I 

focus on analyzing the effect of parenting style, as despite the myriad evidence that it influences 

the transmission of parental values and habits to their offspring, to date there has been little 

research on how parenting styles affect the transmission of political attitudes in particular. 

 


