
Effects of political disagreements on satisfaction with democracy in a cross-national 

setting 

Growing negativity, political conflicts and uncivil tones in political campaigns, in political 

institutions, in political news or in the political discourse in general are widely analyzed topics 

of political science. The phenomenon of growing political disagreements is an important issue 

in itself but there is more at stake. Exposure to news media, especially to political conflicts in 

the news media, and their effects on citizens’ political attitudes and behavior are of a great 

interest yielding a whole literature called media effect studies. Likelihood to vote, trust in the 

political institutions and in the whole political system all seem to be related to exposure of 

political disagreements in the news – although the findings vary from no results to very strong 

relationships. 

The literature on media effects is not only heterogeneous in its findings and dependent 

variables, but also in the methods authors use ranging from single country cross-sectional 

studies, through panel data analysis and experiments to multilevel analyses. The chapter of 

my dissertation mainly fits in the latter type but complements it with other forms of analyses 

by studying the effects of exposure to political conflicts in television and newspapers on 

satisfaction with democracy on the country, the outlet and the individual-level both separately 

and in a nested form. Data analysis is conducted on the 2009 wave of the European Election 

Studies Media and Voter Studies. 

Preliminary results show that, in line with most of the previous findings, exposure to conflicts 

leads to a higher satisfaction with democracy and does not harm the political system in 

general. However, further focus is to be devoted on country-level differences in the effect of 

political conflicts. The main aim of the chapter is to identify the contextual variables 

mediating these individual-level effects. 

 


