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TBA 

Office hoursOffice hoursOffice hoursOffice hours    

TBA 

 

CreditsCreditsCreditsCredits    

4 CEU credits, 8 ECTS credits 

 

CCCCourse dourse dourse dourse descriptionescriptionescriptionescription    
It is hardly an exaggeration to say that the study of institutions forms the core of political 
science. The principal aim of the course is to familiarize students with cutting-edge research 
on the development and the consequences of political institutions. The course is divided into 
two parts, each with its own instructor.  
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In the first part, prof. Bogaards introduces students to the new institutionalism in 
political science. Each session has a mix of theory and empirical analysis. This part of the 
course has two objectives. First, to introduce students to the main types of institutional 
theory in combination with selected empirical applications. Second, to familiarize students 
with the various processes that strengthen and transform institutions.  

In the second part, prof. Miklosi discusses political institutions from the perspective of 
normative political theory. Political institutions make rules that they claim to be binding for all 
persons within their jurisdiction, and they use coercion to enforce those rules. It is generally 
agreed that political rule is prima facie problematic, and stands in need of special 
justification. However, there are fundamental disagreements regarding not only the 
necessary conditions of successful justification, but also about what, exactly, makes political 
rule at least prima facie problematic. For some, it is the coercive restrictions of the freedom 
of those subject to political rule that call for special justification. For others, it is the distinctive 
form of inequality associated with the relationship of some people ruling over others that 
requires justification. Furthermore, there are divergent interpretations of the values of 
freedom and equality underlying the suggested need for justification. Correspondingly, 
different analyses of the basis of the requirement of special justification point towards 
different accounts of the necessary conditions of successful justification. Different accounts 
of the problem that require a response point towards two distinct though not mutually 
exclusive political ideals as the basis of justified political rule. Freedom-based accounts of 
the problem of political rule are associated with the rule of law as a political ideal, whereas 
equality-based analyses of the problem of rule point towards democracy as a distinctively 
egalitarian procedure as (part of) the answer. The course will discuss these different 
accounts and will conclude by bringing these perspectives to bear on the problem of 
international legal practices and the conditions of their legitimacy. 

 
 
Course rCourse rCourse rCourse requirementsequirementsequirementsequirements    
No prior knowledge is assumed, although students with a solid background in political 
science will have an easier time than others. Students are expected to be present at all 
seminars and to come prepared, as the seminars are interactive and based on a collective 
examination and discussion of the core reading for that session. If you are unable to attend 
class, please notify the instructor via e-mail prior to the session.  
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Assignments and assessmentAssignments and assessmentAssignments and assessmentAssignments and assessment    ((((fifififirst part, prof. rst part, prof. rst part, prof. rst part, prof. BogaardsBogaardsBogaardsBogaards))))    

(1) Students will present one reading in class (10%) 
(2) Submit written questions or discussion points about two additional readings, for different 
sessions (10%) 
(3) Participate actively (10%) 
(4) Write a 2,500-word essay (maximum) reflecting on the relevance of the new 
institutionalism for your PhD project (20%) 
 
 
Assignments and assessment (second part, Assignments and assessment (second part, Assignments and assessment (second part, Assignments and assessment (second part, prof. Miklprof. Miklprof. Miklprof. Miklós i)i)i)i)    
(1) Students will present one reading in class (10%) 
(2) Submit written questions or discussion points about two additional readings (10%) 
(3) A term paper of approximately 2,500 words that critically discusses a particular problem 
(20%). 
(4) Participation (10%) 
    
Learning oLearning oLearning oLearning outcomes and their assessment utcomes and their assessment utcomes and their assessment utcomes and their assessment     
The overall grade for the course will primarily indicate the ability of the student to 
comprehend the ways in which political institutions can be studied in theory and practice. 
Students will learn how political institutions are constituted, maintained, and transformed. 
The learning outcomes of the doctoral program are supported and measured by the present 
course in the following ways: The ability to deploy effective oral presentation and discussion 
skills is assessed with the help of a presentation. The skills to analyze contemporary events 
in broader institutional, political and social context, to evaluate political institutions in a 
comparative perspective, to make policy-relevant conclusions and to employ cutting-edge 
methods are reflected in the essay. Finally, the seminar discussions (measured by the 'class 
activity' component of the final grade) will show how students can conduct a dialogue 
employing cross-national comparative perspectives.  
 
The expected learning outcomes of the second part of the course include familiarity with the 
conceptual tools and theoretical approaches to the normative study of political institutions, 
and with the main normative problems of political rule. Furthermore, the course is expected 
to enhance analytical skills and skills on normative reasoning. 
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Reading mReading mReading mReading material aterial aterial aterial     
All the course material is available in electronic form. The syllabus only contains the required 
reading.  
 
Week 1Week 1Week 1Week 1: : : : Introduction Introduction Introduction Introduction     
This session introduces students to the so-called new institutionalism in the social sciences.    
Reading: 
March, James and Johan Olsen (1989) Rediscovering Institutions: The Organizational Basis  
 of Politics. New York: The Free Press, pp.1-20; 159-174. 
Sjöblom, Gunnar (1993) Some Critical Remarks on March and Olsen’s Rediscovering  
 Institutions, Journal of Theoretical Politics 5(3): 397-407. 
Hood, Christopher (1990) Book review of March and Olsen (1989), Journal of Public Policy  
 10(3): 349-351. 
 
Week 2: The three classic types of institutionalism  
This session presents an overview of the main definitions of and approaches to political 
institutions: rational choice institutionalism, sociological institutionalism, and historical 
institutionalism. 
 
Reading: 
Hall, Peter and Rosemary Taylor (1996) Political Science and the Three New  

Institutionalisms, Political Studies 44(4): 936-957. 
Slater, Dan and Erica Simmons (2010) Informative Regress: Critical Antecedents in  
 Comparative Politics, Comparative Political Studies 43(7): 886-917. 
Jenson, Jane and Frédéric Mérand (2010) Sociology, Institutionalism and the European  
 Union, Comparative European Politics 8(1): 74-92. 
 
Week 3: Institutionalization and institutional chan ge 
This session looks the processes of institutionalization, or how institutions are established 
and strengthened over time, as well as institutional change. 
 
Streeck, Wolfgang and Kathleen Thelen (2005) Introduction: Institutional Change in  
 Advanced Political Economies, in Wolfgang Streeck and Kathleen Thelen (eds.)  
 Beyond Continuity: Institutional Change in Advanced Political Economies. Oxford:  
 Oxford University Press, pp.1-39. 
Luna, Juan (2014) Party System Institutionalization: Do We Need a New Concept? Studies  
 in Comparative International Development 49(4): 403-425. 
Capoccia, Giovanni (2016) When Do Institutions “Bite”? Historical Institutionalism and the  
 Politics of Institutional Change, Comparative Political Institutions 49(8): 1095-1127. 
 
Week 4: Discursive Institutionalism 
This session looks at discursive institutionalism and aims to assess the added value of this 
new approach. 
 
Reading: 
Hay, Colin (2002) Political Analysis. Basingstoke: Palgrave, pp.194-215. 
Schmidt, Vivien (2010) Taking Ideas and Discourse Seriously: Explaining Change Through  
 Discursive Institutionalism as the Fourth “New Institutionalism”, European Political  
 Science Review 2(1): 1-25.  
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Grube, Dennis (2016) Sticky Words? Towards a Theory of Rhetorical Path Dependency,  
 Australian Journal of Political Science 51(3): 530-545. 
 
Week 5: Feminist Institutionalism? 
This session looks at the recent attempt to develop feminist institutionalism as a theoretically 
and normatively distinct approach to the study of political institutions.  
 
Reading: 
Krook, Mona Lena and Fiona Mackay (2011) Introduction: Gender, Politics, and Institutions,  
 in Mona Lena Krook and Fiona Mackay (eds.) Gender, Politics, and Institutions:  
 Towards a Feminist Institutionalism. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, pp.1-20. 
Mackay, Fiona (2011) Conclusion: Towards a Feminist Institutionalism? In Mona Lena Krook  
 and Fiona Mackay (eds.) Gender, Politics, and Institutions: Towards a Feminist  
 Institutionalism. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, pp.181-196. 
Bjarnegård, Elin and Meryl Kenny (2016) Comparing Candidate Selection: A Feminist  
 Institutionalist Approach, Government and Opposition 51(3): 370-392. 
 
 
Week 6: Informal Institutions 
The study of institutions outside of established democracies with capitalist economies has 
raised awareness of the importance of informal institutions. The first session this week 
examines prominent examples of this new research agenda. In the second session, prof. 
Bogaards will present his own work in progress on The Power of Informal Institutions: The 
National Pact in Lebanon. 
 
Reading: 
Helme, Gretchen and Steven Levitsky (2004) Informal Institutions and Comparative Politics:  
 A Research Agenda, Perspectives on Politics 2(4): 725-755. 
Tsai, Kellee (2006) Adaptive Informal Institutions and Endogenous Change in China, World  
 Politics 59(1): 116-141. 

 
Readings for Second Part (Institutions in Normative Political Theory) 
Week 7 

I. The state and the problem of rule 
1. David Copp, “ The Idea of a Legitimate State,”  Philosophy and Public Affairs 

(1999), pp. 3-45 
2. Niko Kolodny, “ Political Rule and its Discontents,”  Oxford Studies in Political 

Philosophy (2016) 
3. Kolodny, “ Being Under the Power of Others”  (unpublished manuscript) 

 
Week 8 

II. The Rule of Law 
4. Christian List, “ Republican Freedom and the Rule of Law,”  Politics, Philosophy 

and Economics (2006) 
5. Christian List and Laura Valentini, “ Freedom as Independence: a Critical Survey”  

European Journal of Philosophy (2012) 
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6. Jeremy Waldron, “ The Rule of Law and the Importance of Procedure,”  (2010) 
 
Week 9 

7. Frank Lovett, “ What Counts as Arbitrary Power?”  Journal of Political Philosophy 
(2012) 

8. Assaf Sharon, “ Domination and the Rule of Law,”  Oxford Studies in Political 
Philosophy  (2016) 

 
Week 10 

III. Democracy 
9. Daniel Viehoff, “ Democratic Equality and Political Authority,”  Philosophy and 

Public Affairs (2016) 
10. Jeremy Waldron, Law and Disagreement (Oxford University Press, 1999), pp. 232-

254; 
 
Week 11 

11. Thomas Christiano, "The Authority of Democracy" Journal of Political 
Philosophy 12.3 (2004): 266-290. 

12. Stephen Wall, “ Democracy and Equality,”  The Philosophical Quarterly 57.228 
(2007): 416-438; 

 
Week 12 

IV. International Perspectives 
13. Allen Buchanan, “ The Legitimacy of the International Legal System”  in Buchanan, 

Justice, legitimacy and Self-Determination (Oxford University Press, 2004), pp. 289-
329; 

14. Cecile Laborde & Miriam Ronzoni, “ What Is a Free State? Republican 
Internationalism and Globalisation,”  Political Studies (2015) 

15. Thomas Christiano “ Is Democratic Legitimacy Possible for International 
Institutions?”  Global Democracy. Normative and Empirical Perspectives (2011): 69-
95. 

 


